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wheel in politics, and this demand is akeady appreciably
more energetic than that of a year before in his article in
Der Ring. For he now" declared : * There are but Right
and Left. Individualism or Collectivism. The Chancellor
must and shall lead a national cabinet, a government or
a dictatorship on a national basis. The veiled dictator-
ship of the Chancellor must rid itself of parliamentary
trimmings.'
And in April 1932, again in Der Ring, he made his decisive
thrust against Brtining with these words : c In the last few
months I have often said publicly that to me the greatest
task of the Chief of the German State in the field of internal
politics appears to lie in attracting to the state those valuable
elements which are to be found in the great reservoir of
the Right. Candidly I regard it as the Zentrum's task to
support by every means at its disposal the formation of the
truly conservative bloc which has crystallised out of the ruins
of the liberal parties.'
Thus the moment Herr von Papen saw National Socialism
as a rising ally he spoke no more of the Church or the Chris-
tian mission, but thought to win the support of Nationalist
circles by favouring their call to power, and the destruction
of the Weimar coalition.
Paperfs c Confession of Faith'
The absence of the Catholic impulse in Papdn's declara-
tion brought not the Church but the Pope himself on to
the stage; after all, Papen was still his chamberlain.
Through the pressure of die German prelates Papen saw
himself obliged to make some sort ofc confession ', and this
immediately before he took over the reins of power and in
spite of the fact that he was in opposition to the Catholic
Zentrum Party. Here he endeavoured, and his attempt
was not exactly skilful, to bridge the gulf between the
ruggedly opposing cliffs of clericalism and nationalism. The
Catholic Church, through its bishops, had rejected the
National Socialist Party on principle because, according to
the National Socialist programme (point 24), the morality